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Preface	

	 In	the	introduction,	I	explained	that	the	purpose	
of	these	Corrections	is	not	only	to	cleanse	and	to	purify	
one's	soul	from	the	stains	and	blemishes	of	one's	sinful	
doings,	 and	 also	 [not	 merely]	 to	 feel	 of	 innocence	 in	
order	 that	 one	 is	 able	 to	 receive	 the	 G-dly	 light	 that	
surrounds	[of	G-dliness];	but,	as	well,	and	in	essence,	to	
correct	the	spiritual	worlds	which	became	blemished	by	
means	of	the	sin.	
	 And	if	so,	it	isn't	necessary	that	these	Corrections	
become	 a	means	 or	 a	 remedy	 for	 a	 good	 life	 from	 the	
aspect	 of	 physicality.	 For,	 it	 is	 possible	 that	 a	 man	
correct	his	sinful	doings	that	occurred	in	this	particular	
incarnation,	 and	 yet	 endure	 his	 sins	 of	 earlier	
incarnations.	 It	 is,	 that	most	of	 the	anguish	of	a	person	
in	 this	 world	 does	 not	 exist	 only	 due	 to	 his	 sins	 from	
this	particular	incarnation,	but	in	this,	that	he	becomes	
prepared	that	it	be	bestowed	upon	him	a	lengthier	time	
to	repent	of	his	evil	path	while	punishment	yet	lingers,	
and	 as	 it	 still	 remains	 possible	 for	 him	 to	 find	 an	
extension	of	grace	that	may	last	him	until	his	dying	day.	
	 However,	 after	 his	 demise,	 at	 his	 arrival	 before	
the	Supernal	Court	up	on	High,	where	it	is	given	of	him	
to	be	found	in	judgment	in	the	full	number	of	his	deeds,	
it	is	possible	that	he	can	be	found	obligated	there	in	the	
reconciliation,	 and	 that	 he	 immediately	 return	 in	
incarnation	of	man	to	endure	the	punishment	of	his	sins	
from	 the	 prior	 incarnation.	 (For	 a	 general	 explanation	 of	
this	 topic	 and	 [an]	 elaboration	 of	 its	 details,	 reference	 the	
work	'Sha'ar	Yosef',	Chelek	2,	Ma'amar	'Gilgul	Haneshamot').	
	 [And]	 it	 is	possible	that	he	be	punished	through	
difficult	and	bitter	punishments	through	'the	Hollow	of	



11b	
	
	

	

the	 Sling'	 (Kaf	 Hakelah)1	by	 way	 of	 destructive	 angels	
that	lash	the	soul	with	great	tempest,	and	the	soul	feels	
the	wounding	 quite	 exactingly,	 as	 if	with	 its	 body;	 for,	
behold,	 also	when	she	 [the	 soul]	 inhabited	a	body,	 she	
felt	 the	pain	and	the	wounds	of	both	the	more	spirited	
or	the	more	material	type,	but	not	the	body	which	was	
[at	that	time]	only	a	sheath	to	the	soul.	
	 [And]	at	the	time	of	the	soul's	departure	from	the	
body,	 the	 body	 no	 longer	 feels	 any	 pain	 whatsoever.	
[And]	as	can	be	observed	through	the	senses	of	a	body	
which	 is	 quiet,	 that	 even	 though	 it	 is	 connected	 in	 its	
portion	 to	 the	 soul	 and	 to	 the	 brain,	 and	 that	 there	
exists	 the	 song	 of	 the	 blood	 running	 through	 to	 'the	
quieter	limb'	and	therefore	the	flesh	does	not	respond;	
so	[therefore	do	we	observe]	in	all	of	this,	that	as	much	
as	 it	 [the	 soul]	 is	 wounded	 and	 chilled,	 it	 doesn't	 feel	
anything	 whatsoever.	 This	 is	 because	 the	 soul	 that	
dwells	 within	 the	 brain	 isn't	 drawn	 through	 to	 the	
nerves	of	the	limb	
	

																																																								
1 	This	 is	 explained	 by	 the	 expression	 that	 appears	 within	 the	
Prophets,	 (Shmuel	 I,	 25:29),	 concerning	 the	 prophecy	 of	 Avigayil	 to	
King	Dovid,	peace	be	upon	him,	regarding	his	soul,	and	the	soul	of	his	
enemies.	Concerning	of	what	 she	said,	 "...may	 the	soul	of	my	master	
be	bound	in	the	bond	of	life,	with	G-d	(Hashem),	Your	L-rd,	and	may	
He	hurl	away	the	soul	of	your	enemies	in	the	hollow	of	the	sling".	
	 The	explanation	is	that	Dovid,	in	light	of	his	good	deeds,	will	
come	 to	merit	 the	 life	of	 the	World	 to	Come	 (Olam	Haba'ah)	 in	 the	
Garden	of	Eden	(Gan	Aiden);	attached	to	G-dly	sense	that	glows	from	
the	 rays	 of	 the	 Divine	 Presence	 (Shechinah).	 [It	 is	 hoped	 that]	 this	
might	 come	 about	 [upon	 him]	 at	 the	 times	 that	 the	 soul	 of	 his	
enemies	must	 endure	 heavy	 and	 bitter	 punishments	 due	 to	 flouting	
[of]	their	contrary	ways	before	him.	
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that	is	so	touched	upon2.	

																																																								
2	Relating	 to	 what	 was	 stated	 by	 the	 Talmudic	 Sages	 of	 blessed	
memory	 (Chazal);	 "worms	 are	 as	 difficult	 for	 the	 deceased	 as	 a	
needle	 in	 the	 flesh	of	 the	 living,"	 (Berachot	18b).	This	 is	due	 to	 that	
there	 is	 an	 aspect	 of	 smoothness	 that	 is	 decidedly	 from	 the	 bodily-
soul	 (Nefesh)	 even	 though	 it	 has	 become	 detached	 of	 the	 body;	 an	
aspect	that	doesn't	rise	above	but	instead	dwells	with	the	body	until	
the	 Revival	 of	 the	Dead.	 This	 aspect,	 in	 the	Received	Tradition	 (the	
Kabbalah),	is	called	'Havla	D'garmei'	(Breath	of	Causation),	which	is	
interpreted	as	'vanity	of	the	bones'.	
	 [Now]	because	of	the	apportionment	of	a	soul,	remnants	of	it	
are	 apportioned	 to	 the	 bones	 and	 do	 not	 return	 to	 desolation,	 and	
this	is	a	portion	of	the	soul	that	'Masters	of	the	Father	Light'	(Hebr:	
Ba'alei	Oyv)	and	'Workers	of	Seonces'	(Hebr:	Orchei	Siancim),	[Oyv	is	
generally	 interpreted	 as	 a	 Biblical	 prohibition],	 who	 are	 such	 that	
draw	upon	and	 inquire	 of	 the	 future	 from	here	 [from	 the	 depths	 of	
the	bones].	
	 [For]	at	the	time	one	existed	through	a	bodily	soul	(Nefesh),	
he	saw	the	past,	the	present,	and	the	future	then	[in	having	partaken	
of]	 the	 imageries	 that	 exalted	 the	 soul's	 spirituality.	 [And]	 if	 one	
chanced	to	'open	the	grave'	at	a	time	of	[an]	intensive	introspection	
[lit:	 seonce];	 [or	alternatively,	 in	a	more	neutral	 sense,	 a	 'session	of	
silence'],	or	at	particular	fateful	(heart-rending)	times,	[lit:	Oyv],	the	
reflection	 of	 his	 [esoteric]	 skeleton	 would	 appear	 in	 an	 extremely	
cloudy	fashion	due	to	the	concentration	of	the	soul	necessary	during	
such	 seonce	 or	 Oyv,	 and	 he	 would	 suffer	 a	 threatening	 feeling	 of	
menace	 or	 fearfulness	 upon	 his	 soul	 because	 of	 its	 [level	 of]	
detachment	 from	 the	 body	 because	 of	 the	 introspection	 or	 similar,	
and	this	is	more	difficult	than	death.	[And]	this	is	one	explanation	of	
the	known	prohibition	of	the	Torah	against	seeking	out	the	deceased.	
(Devarim	 18:11.	 See	 also	 Sefer	 Chasidim,	 Simanim	 452,	 1129,	 and	
1132).	
	 [And]	the	worm	inflicting	the	body	anguishes	the	soul	that	
dwells	upon	her	[just]	as	a	needle	[does]	to	the	flesh	of	one	living,	and	
this	is	the	mystery	of	the	verse:	"He	feels	only	the	pain	of	his	flesh,	and	
his	soul	will	mourn	over	him".	(Iyov	14:22)	
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	 [And]	after	enduring	this	difficulty,	and	enduring	
the	fires	of	Gehinim	(Hell)	that	transpire	afterward,	she	
(the	soul)	is	prepared	and	is	returned	to	an	incarnation	
of	man.	Sometimes	she	returns	within	an	incarnation	of	
rock,	 of	 vegetation,	 or	 of	 living	 animal,	 either	 fully	 or	
partially,	before	coming	within	an	incarnation	of	man—
a	 creature	 of	 free-choice,	 who	 so	 chooses	 to	 tolerate	
such	[an	incarnation]	as	of	similarity	to	his	own	earlier	
sins	due	to	'like	causes	like'.	
	 And	 the	 Corrections	 (Tikunim)	 that	 man	
completes	 during	 his	 life	 cleanse	 him	 from	 these	
punishments	 and	 purify	 his	 bodily	 soul	 (Nefesh),	 his	
spiritual	 soul	 (Ruach),	 and	 his	 intelligent	 soul	
(Neshamah),	to	refine	the	hidden	light,	and	according	to	
the	value	of	 the	Correction	 (Tikun),	 so	 is	 the	greatness	
of	the	purification.	
	 The	 sufferings	 [or	 anguish]	 that	 come	 upon	 a	
person	within	 his	 lifetime,	 or	 after	 his	 demise	 as	 now	
explained,	 are	 not	 'punishment	 and	 retribution'	 for	 a	
person	 upon	 his	 sins,	 but	 the	 process	 of	 cleansing	 the	
soul.	[And]	this	is	just	as	a	man	[person]	who	washes	his	
garment	 of	 its	 stains	 [where]	 he	 doesn't	 demand	
retribution	from	the	garment	for	becoming	stained,	but	
rather	 his	 intent	 is	 to	 cleanse	 his	 garment	 that	 it	 be	
fitting	to	be	worn	again.	
	 [And]	 just	 as	 the	degree	 and	depth	of	 the	 stain,	
so	 is	 the	 quality	 and	 depth	 of	 the	 cleansing;	 [and]	 so	
there	 are	 stains	 that	 require	 scalding	 hot	 water	 and	
many	cleansing	agents	in	order	to	effect	cleansing,	[and]	
so	 are	 the	 suffering	 and	 the	 forbearing,	 the	 agents	 of	
cleansing	 the	 soul	 of	 the	 stains	 of	 its	 (her)	 sins	 and	
transgressions;	 and	 according	 to	 the	 depth	 of	 the	
blemish,	 such	 is	 the	 amount	 of	 necessary	 endurance.
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	 For	 the	 nations	 of	 the	 world,	 the	 Correction	
(Tikun)	 exists	 of	 regret	 and	 repentance	 for	 their	
misdeeds	 within	 the	 incarnation	 of	 their	 immediate	
present	 situation,	 in	 order	 to	 effect	 closure	 of	 the	
[ongoing]	judgment	[most]	befitting	to	come	upon	them,	
and	this	is	as	the	repentance	of	the	men	of	Ninveh	that	
averted	 the	 overturning	 of	 their	 city.	 (Book	 of	 Yonah).	
However,	 there	does	not	exist	 a	Correction	 (Tikun)	 for	
their	 sins	 of	 earlier	 incarnations	 other	 than	 through	
spiritual	 pain	 and	 suffering	 from	 beyond	 the	 body,	 or	
through	physical	suffering.	
	 [This	 occurs]	 through	 many	 and	 difficult	
incarnations	until	 there	 is	a	Correction	(Tikun)	of	 their	
souls.	 [Even]	 our	 forefathers	 were	 not	 able	 to	 rectify	
their	sins	from	incarnations	of	the	most	ancient	of	times	
that	 arose	 from	 before	 the	 destruction	 of	 Atlantis



13a																																																																																							Preface			
	
	

	

(which	 is	 known	 in	 the	 language	 of	 the	 Talmudic	 Sages	 as	
'Dor	 Enosh'),	 or	 that	 arose	 from	 the	 populations	 of	 the	
generation	 of	 the	 Flood	 (Dor	 Hamabul)	 or	 from	 the	
Tower	of	Bavel,	except	by	means	of	[the]	crushing	labor	
of	brick	and	mortar	in	[the	land	of]	Egypt	(Mitzraim).	
	 [And]	 Avrahom	 Aveinu	 (our	 father	 Abraham)	
who	understood	this,	did	not	grieve	and	did	not	beseech	
pity	when	 it	was	 told	 to	 him,	 "You	will	 know	 for	 sure	
that	your	offspring	will	be	strangers	in	a	land	not	theirs,	
and	they	will	enslave	 them	and	torment	 them,	 for	 four	
hundred	years".	(Beresheit	15:13)	This	is	because	"there	
is	no	[true]	mercy	in	judgment".3	
	 [And	 so]	 therefore,	 if	 an	 individual	 were	 to	
merely	 traverse	 in	 solitude	 to	 correct	 his	 soul,	 there	
would	 not	 be	 any	 accomplishment,	 just	 as	 if	 a	 person	
would	 pity	 his	 garment	 and	 not	 cleanse	 it	 with	
[sufficiently]	 scalding	 water	 or	 [sufficiently]	 strong	
cleaning	agents,	but	rather,	only	use	a	small	amount	of	
cold	water—this	would	not	effect	the	stain	to	dissipate.	
	 Therefore,	 Avrahom	 did	 not	 have	 sufficient	
means	 to	 seek	 comfort	 or	 alleviation	 from	 the	
punishment	of	the	afflictions	and	of	the	servitude,	since	

																																																								
3	Mesechet	Ketuvot,	Chapter	9,	Mishnah	2;	version	of	the	Rambam.	
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with	 less	 [objectiveness]	 than	 this,	 their	 souls	 (his	
progeny)	would	not	be	cleansed	or	purified.4	
	 However,	 he	 did	 seek	 pity	 for	 the	 people	 of	
Sodom	(S'dom)	for	their	sins	of	that	present	generation,	
to	 delay	 the	 complete	 fulfillment	 of	 judgment	 against	
them,	so	that	perhaps	they	would	return	in	penitence.	
	
	 Upon	 the	 entrance	 of	 Israel	 to	 the	 Land,	 they	
became	 a	 single	 nation	 (people),	 who	 shared	 through	
one	another	their	sins.	So	it	was,	that	from	that	point	on,	
it	was	not	to	occur	that	an	individual	would	endure	full	
punishment	 for	his	 sin,	 but	 the	 collective	 congregation	
would	 be	 able	 to	 temper	 the	 punishment	 of	 the	
individual,	 just	 as	 the	 entire	 body	weakens	 [generally]	
and	 endures	 the	 provocations	 that	 affect	 or	 damage	 a	
particular	 limb;	 since	 after	 [leaving	 Egypt]	 the	 entire	
people	 metamorphosed	 to	 become	 a	 unitized	 group.	
[And]	 since	 the	 entire	 people	 transposed	 to	 become	 a	
single	 unit,	 and	 'a	 total	 people	 does	 not	 die',	 (Talmud	
Ta'anit	5b)	so	too,	did	all	their	incarnations	transpose	to	
singularity,	 and	 the	 judgment	 upon	 them	

																																																								
4	[And]	 in	truth,	when	they	left	Mitzraim	(Egypt)	after	two	hundred	
and	 ten	 years,	 they	 were	 not	 purified—they	 strayed	 in	 the	 Midbar	
(the	Desert)	many	times,	since	they	were	not	able	to	retain	all	of	the	
light	 of	 influx	 upon	 them	 that	 they	merited	 at	 Keriat	 Yom	 Suf	 (the	
Parting	of	the	Red	Sea)	and	at	the	event	of	Har	Sinai	(Mount	Sinai).	
[This	 is]	 because	 according	 to	 the	 purity,	 so	 is	 the	 greatness	 of	 the	
light	that	is	received.	[And]	they	required	additional	exiles	to	correct	
what	 remained,	 and	 the	 final	 exile	 exists	 in	 the	 Holy	 Land	 (Eretz	
Hakodesh),	 through	 the	 incarnations	 of	 the	 'mixed	 multitudes'	 (the	
Erev	 Rav),	 who	 left	 Mitzraim	 with	 Yisrael,	 and	 who	 domineered	
through	 the	 name	 'Yisrael'	 upon	 the	 holy	 nation,	 and	 who	 ruined	
their	 souls	 with	 the	 teachings	 of	 'freedoms'	 [Hebr:	 Chiloni]	 which	
affects	'profanity'	[Hebr:	Cholani]	upon	the	soul.	
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[at	 that	 time]	was	of	 the	 then	present	 incarnation	 that	
was	placed	over	them	in	order	to	correct	them	through	
repentance.	
	 [And	 so]	 from	 then	 onward	 there	 was	 no	 need	
for	a	Jew	to	correct	his	[particular]	prior	incarnations	of	
earlier	 times	 [solely]	 through	 enduring	 difficulties	 and	
suffering.	 It	 had	 become	possible	 to	 correct	 those	 also	
through	repentance.		
	 [And]	therefore	the	mekubalim	were	accustomed	
to	 effect	 corrections	 [on	 behalf]	 of	 the	 sinners	 for	 the	
entirety	of	their	transgressions,	to	convey	that	certainly	
they	would	be	found	of	sin	[only]	in	incarnations	of	the	
current	generation,	in	case	there	was	concern	that	
perhaps	 they	 (the	 people)	 had	 sinned	 in	 these	 very	
same	ways	 [of	parallel	 transgressions];	 in	 incarnations	
of	the	past.		
	 [And]	it	became	clear	[at	that	time],	that	a	person	
could	 endure,	 in	 the	 current	 incarnation,	 an	
understanding	 of	 sins	 committed	 from	 prior	
incarnations;	 be	 of	 repentance,	 and	 [thereby]	 correct	
his	sins	of	earlier	incarnations	with	a	full	heart	and	soul,	
and	 find	 healing	 and	 purification	 for	 his	 soul,	 and	 the	
possibility	 that	 he	 be	 found	 yet	 further	 in	 wellness	
[even]	 of	 his	 [general]	 ailments;	 and	 find	 alleviation	
from	all	his	suffering.	
	
	 As	an	example	to	illustrate,	I	am	presenting	here	
several	 amazing	 stories	 that	 occurred	 with	 some	 who	
completed	 these	 Corrections	 (Tikunim),	 and	 which	 I	
bring	in	writing	as	a	witness	for	them.	
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	 1.	A	particular	Jewish	man	came	to	me,	who	cried	
about	 his	 son	 of	 seventeen	 who	 had	 attached	 himself	
with	bad	friends	who	had	abandoned	religion,	and	had	
also	abandoned	all	his	life	at	home.	He	grew	braids	and	
placed	 an	 earring	 in	 his	 ear,	 and	 went	 to	 live	 in	 the	
house	of	his	divorced	mother.	
	 The	 father,	 who	 turned	 to	 the	 son	 with	
beseeching	 that	 he	 leave	 his	 path	 and	 return	 to	 the	
house	or	at	 least	 to	tradition,	was	 flatly	refused.	At	the	
very	last	moment	of	the	father's	turning	to	the	son,	the	
son	 declared	 to	 him,	 "Father,	 don't	 encourage	 me	
further	of	your	way;	 it	 is	not	my	path.	Your	faith	is	not	
my	belief,	and	our	ways	are	totally	of	differences."	The	
father,	 whose	 heart	 was	 broken,	 turned	 to	 me	 and	
pleaded	for	advice.	I	recalled	of	a	particular	discussion		
[we	had	had	in	the	past]	when	he	told	me	that	his	work	
years	earlier	had	been	with	women;	and	I	[now]	asked	
him	if	he	had	not	committed	of	sin	with	[any	of]	 them.	
He	 declared	 that	 [indeed]	 he	 had	 fallen	 to	 the	 sin	 of	
adultery	with	one	of	them.	
	 I	replied	to	him,	that	he	should	take	upon	himself	
to	 fulfill	 the	 Tikun	 for	 this	 sin	 according	 to	 the	 work	
'S'dei	Tapuchim'	three	times,	since	a	Correction	[for	this	
transgression]	 is	 possible	 and	 this	 sin	 has	 caused	 him	
his	situation	[of	current	suffering].	
	 The	 father	 completed	 the	 first	 Tikun	 on	 the	
Monday	of	the	following	week.	On	that	very	day,	at	the	
completion	 of	 the	 fast,	 while	 he	 was	 partaking	 of	 the	
meal	 following	 the	 fast,	 surprisingly,	 the	 son	 entered,	
and	 declared,	 "Today	 I	 was	 enveloped	 by	 intense	
feelings	 of	 remorse	 over	 my	 actions,	 and	 over	 the	
anguish	 of	 soul	 which	 I	 caused	 upon	 you,	 and	 I	 am	
returning	to	you	and	to	the	house".	
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	 At	 that	 time	 though,	 he	 still	 remained	 loyal	 to	
bad	 friends,	 and	 this	 continued	 to	 be	 his	 choosing.	
However,	 he	 dwelt	 in	 the	 house	 and	 went	 to	 studies,	
and	did	so	with	a	normal	hair-style	and	clothing.	
	
	 2.	 During	 the	 winter	 of	 the	 year	 5753	 (1993),	
two	women	came	to	me	in	New	York.	One	was	'Madame	
G',	of	about	sixty-five	years	age,	who	was	 familiar	with	
myself	 from	 earlier	 sessions.	 She	 had	 brought	 along	
with	her,	'Madame	S.'.	She	said	to	me,	"Rabbi,	behold	if	it	
is	 possible	 to	 be	 of	 help	 to	 'Madame	 S.'.	 I	 have	 known	
her	from	the	time	she	was	born,	and	I	can	attest	to	the	
honesty	of	her	words".	
	 At	 once,	 'Madame	S.'	 began	 conversing,	 and	 she	
told	 me	 that	 she	 had	 been	 born	 a	 daughter	 to	 older	
people,	to	parents	who	feared	heaven,	in	the	community	
"Williamsburg"	Brooklyn,	in	New	York.	
	 Her	 father,	 upon	 hearing	 of	 her	 birth	 [at	 once]	
heralded	 that	 'the	 shiktza'	 had	 [then]	 arrived,	 and	 the	
entire	 family	 steadfastly	 and	 with	 almost	 total	
determination	 completely	 decided	 amongst	 each	 other	
that	this	girl	was	to	be	hated	and	despised.	She	grew	to	
sense	the	hatred	projected	toward	her	by	the	family	and	
conducted	upon	her.		
	 When	 she	was	 yet	 six	 years	 of	 age,	 her	 parents	
forced	 her	 to	 scrub	 the	 eating	 utensils	 of	 the	 entire	
family;	 and	 on	 Friday	 (Shabbat)	 nights,	 it	 was	
demanded	 of	 a	 young	 and	 exhausted	 girl	 to	 remain	
awake	 extremely	 late	 in	 order	 to	 wash	 the	 family's	
many	dishes,	as	well	as	all	 those	of	the	guests	that	had	
visited	the	household.		
	 When	 she	was	 around	 ten	 years	 old,	 her	 father	
told	her	that	the	family	didn't	truly	feel	for	her,	and	that
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he	was	 resolved	 to	 no	 longer	 further	 her	 partaking	 of	
'the	bread	of	shame'	through	himself,		
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and	 [yet	 more],	 that	 she	 would	 [from	 then	 on]	 be	
obligated	 to	 pay	with	money,	 for	 all	 the	 expenses	 that	
were	on	her	behalf.	
	 So,	 therefore,	 every	 day	 after	 her	 school	 day,	 it	
was	demanded	of	her,	that	she	go	out	to	any	one	of	a	list	
of	 people's	 homes	 that	 had	 been	 prepared	 for	 her,	 to	
work	 either	 as	 a	 babysitter,	 or	 to	 scrub	 and	 to	 rinse	
dishes.	
	 The	 money	 that	 she	 received	 was	 given	 to	 her	
father	 each	 evening,	 which	 he	 would	 immediately	
distribute	 amongst	 her	 brothers	 that	 they	 might	
thereby	 buy	 candies;	 and	 her	 own	 eyes	 observed,	 and	
were	weakened	because	of	this.	
	 When	 she	was	 close	 to	 the	 age	 of	 eighteen,	 her	
father	 called	 her	 aside,	 and	 declared;	 "Until	 today,	 I	
have	 forced	myself	 to	maintain	 you	 in	 the	 house	 only	
that	 you	 not	 wander	 in	 the	 streets	 and	 commit	 evil.	
Now,	 thank	 G-d,	 you	 are	 older,	 and	 I	 have	 resolved	 to	
send	you	away	from	my	house	forevermore.	
	 However,	so	that	you	do	not	degrade	yourself	to	
wantonness,	 I	 have	 found	 a	 drunken	 bridegroom	 for	
you,	 and	 in	 two	 weeks	 to	 come,	 you	 shall	 become	
wedded	to	him.	From	the	money	that	you	labored	for,	I	
have	 saved	 an	 amount	 with	 which	 I	 contracted	 a	
dwelling	 and	 completed	 forward	 payments	 for,	 for	
several	months;	so	that	right	after	attending	the	canopy	
(chupah),	 you	 can	 proceed	 directly	 to	 your	 dwelling;	
and	you	are	surely	aware	of	your	own	skills	at	obtaining	
work	 in	 order	 to	 obtain	 recompense.	 Strengthen	 your	
husband,	your	home,	and	[also	the	cause	of]	peace,	and	
don't	be	overly	outward.		
	 She	was	happy	from	the	"good	news",	since	as	it	
turned	out,	she	would	be	soon	enough	be	 freed	 from	a
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house	of	misery;	and	 it	didn't	occur	 to	her	 to	 carefully	
consider	 what	 the	 young	 man	 was	 about	 or	 of	 what	
accomplishments.	
	 Of	the	young	man,	she	encountered	him	the	first	
time	 in	 her	 life	 under	 the	 wedding	 canopy!	 All	 the	
congratulatory	 'takkes'	 took	 [all	of]	 several	minutes,	as	
she	 was	 attired	 in	 a	 regular	 dress	 with	 a	 minimal	
quorum	 in	 attendance.	 After	 the	 ceremony	 (chupah),	
she	exited	with	her	husband	to	the	rented	dwelling,	but	
not	 before	 her	 father	 cautioned	 her	 that	 in	 no	 way	
should	she	dare	to	create	a	further	bond	with	the	family,	
or	 yet	 more,	 even	 consider	 to	 come	 to	 visit,	 come	
whatever	may!	
	 As	 her	 heart	 was	 filled	 of	 hope,	 she	 followed	
further	with	her	husband	to	the	dwelling.	However,	the	
schedule	 of	 the	 day	 was	 more	 or	 less	 as	 follows.	 'His	
Honor'	 arose	 [from	 bed]	 at	 noontime,	 opened	 the	
refrigerator	and	 indulged	 in	whatever	 it	was	he	 found;	
he	 then	 waited	 around	 for	 her,	 doing	 whatever;	 until	
she	 would	 return	 from	 work,	 and	 then	 would	 beat	
[upon]	 her,	 'just	 cajolingly',	 and	 she	 would	 bestow	 to	
him	the	many	dollars	that	were	given	to	her	in	earnings.	
	 He	would	then	exit	to	[the]	'tavern'	to	drink	and	
to	become	drunk,	would	 return	at	midnight	a	drunken	
fool,	 and	 then	 beat	 her	 thoroughly	 with	 all	 his	 limbs,	
would	 be	 abusive	 of	 her	 and	 commit	 all	 that	 his	 heart	
desired,	 without	 considering	 even	 the	 laws	 of	 purity,	
and	would	then	go	off	 to	sleep—through	to	the	middle	
of	the	next	day,	and	thus	this	continued	further.	
	 This	 schedule	 continued	 seven	 days	 a	 week	
including	 Shabbat,	 except	 that	 on	 Shabbat,	 she	 would	
return	from	[the]	Beit	Haknesset	earlier	than	her	usual,	
and	in	order	to	demonstrate	that	she	was	observant	of	



15c																																																																																							Preface			
	
	

	

the	Commandments,	she	would	give	him	money	so	that	
he	could	go	to	drink,	and	even	just	leave	her	to	herself.	
	 After	 about	 a	 month	 of	 marriage,	 she	 became	
pregnant,	and	after	nine	additional	months		
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she	 bore	 a	 son,	 but	 the	 situation	 in	 the	 house	 did	 not	
change	 due	 to	 the	 child	whatsoever,	 and	 continued	 as	
usual.	After	about	two	months	more,	she	again	became	
pregnant	and	then	soon	after;	found	determination	that	
the	 situation	 could	 no	 longer	 be	 suffered,	 abandoned	
the	house	and	the	neighborhood,	and	rented	for	herself	
a	dwelling	in	the	neighborhood	[of]	'Borough	Park',	and	
turned	to	a	social	worker	for	help	to	disentangle	herself	
from	her	situation.	Within	a	few	months	of	having	given	
over	her	entire	story,	she	received	from	the	courthouse	
an	 American	 civil	 divorce,	 including	 establishment	 for	
her,	of	custody	of	the	son	and	of	the	unborn	child,	and	a	
stay	 against	 the	 husband	 from	 entering	 her	 dwelling	
place.	
	 One	 evening,	 while	 she	 was	 in	 her	 house,	 the	
husband	 arrived	 there	 in	 total	 surprise,	 and	when	 she	
then	 sprang	 up,	 determined	 to	 call	 the	 police,	 her	
husband	 said	 to	 her,	 "I	 don't	 need	 additional	
admonishment,	 I	 have	 come	 only	 to	 state	 to	 you	 that	
according	 to	 the	 Laws	 of	 Israel,	 you	 have	 been	 to	 the	
chupah,	 and	 are	 a	 'married	 woman';	 and	 my	 sweet	
revenge	for	that	you	have	left	me,	 is	to	leave	you	as	an	
agunah	 (a	chained	woman	with	no	proper	divorce)	 for	
all	the	days	of	your	life",	and	he	then	left.	
	 She	 then	 said	 to	 me,	 "Rabbi,	 I	 am	 a	 woman	 of	
forty-two	years,	and	even	after	so	many	years	of	 living	
alone,	I	still	remain	a	'married	woman'.	Yet,	even	this	is	
not	 the	 wound	 I	 suffer	 for	 his	 sake,	 this	 is	 just	 the	
'sugar';	as	now	I	will	relate	the	core	of	my	having	been	
wounded."	And	she	then	continued	her	story.	
	
	 When	 her	 pregnancy	 came	 to	 term,	 she	 bore	 a	
girl,	and	she	raised	her	son	and	daughter	alone,	isolated	
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from	 her	 family	 and	 from	 the	 family	 of	 her	 husband,	
worked	 hard	 in	 order	 to	 raise	 them	 with	 love	 and	
dedication,	and	the	children	reciprocated	with	love,	and	
also	warmth	in	that	they	maintained	a	special	feeling	of	
dignity	 for	 her	 because	 of	 her	 isolation	 and	 misery.	
	 When	the	young	boy	was	about	the	age	of	twelve	
and	a	half,	and	the	daughter,	a	girl	of	over	eleven	years	
age;	 one	 particular	 day	 their	 father	 appeared	 at	 her	
house	 and	 said	 to	 her,	 "Although	 you	 are	 not	 my	
daughter,	however	your	children	are	my	offspring,	and	I	
have	come	to	take	them	with	me	to	raise	them".	
	 When	 she	 resisted	 giving	 them	 over	 to	 him,	 he	
declared	 in	 scolding,	 that	 what	 he	 would	 not	 be	
successful	in	taking	through	force	(koah),	he	would	take	
with	 a	 plan	 (moah).	 And	 then,	 with	 determined	 and	
calculating	 words,	 said	 to	 her	 further,	 "Do	 take	 note,	
that	 your	 children	 are	 in	 jeopardy	 having	 no	 family	
from	 either	 side,	 and	 my	 entire	 desire	 is	 in	 order	 to	
bring	 them	 warmth	 of	 family:	 grandfather,	
grandmother,	uncles	and	aunts;	and	to	take	them	on	the	
Shabbat	to	[the]	"Beit	Haknesset";	and	to	educate	them	
about	the	Commandments	which	are	not	in	your	hands	
or	of	any	of	your	strengths	to	fulfill."	
	 After	some	thought,	because	of	her	true	love	for	
her	 children,	 in	 that	 their	 good	 alone	 stood	 upon	 her	
eyes,	she	agreed,	and	told	the	children,	that	behold,	they	
would	be	going	to	their	grandfather	for	the	Shabbat,	and	
that	 if	 this	would	 turn	out	 to	be	pleasing	 in	 their	eyes,	
that	this	would	become	the	usual	situation.	
	 The	 children	 made	 the	 Shabbat	 in	 the	 isolated	
quarters	of	their	grandfather	and	the	[extended]	family,	
and	enjoyed	 this	 very	much,	 since	 they	 found	warmth,	
love,	 and	 gifts;	 and	 they	 did	 then	 wish	 decidedly	 to
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travel	 each	 and	 every	 Shabbat	 to	 the	 home	 of	 their	
grandfather.	 Yet	 due	 to	 this,	 the	 influence	 upon	 their	
minds	 caused	 them	 to	 eventually	 side	 against	 their	
mother.	
	 When	the	summer	months	arrived:	Tammuz	and	
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Av,	 most	 [of	 the]	 Jewish	 children	 in	 New	 York	 do	 not	
remain	in	the	city	because	of	the	extreme	humidity,	and	
go	 to	 summer	 camps	 in	 the	 surrounding	 mountains.	
	 This	mother	had	also	saved	ten	thousand	dollars	
from	 her	 various	 jobs,	 and	 had	 sent	 her	 children	 to	
summer	 camps,	 paying	 five	 thousand	 dollars	 for	 each,	
and	 also	 traveled	 several	 times	 a	 week	 to	 visit	 with	
them.	
	 On	 one	 particular	 day,	when	 she	 arrived	 at	 her	
son's	 camp,	 she	didn't	 find	him	 there,	 and	having	 then	
asked	 the	 director	 of	 his	 whereabouts,	 she	 was	
informed	 by	 him	 at	 that	 time,	 that	 three	 days	 earlier,	
her	 brother	 had	 come	 to	 visit	 with	 her	 son,	 and	 had	
taken	the	boy	with	him	for	an	half-hour	outing	and	had	
not	returned.	He	then	added	that,	 'However,	we	should	
not	be	concerned,	as	we	know	that	he	is	in	good	hands'.	
	 The	mother	was	crushed,	and	rushed	over	to	the	
daughter's	 camp	 where	 the	 story	 repeated	 itself;	 the	
brother	 and	 his	 wife	 had	 taken	 the	 girl	 and	 had	 not	
returned.	
	 The	 mother	 immediately	 drove	 off	 to	 her	
brother's	 home,	 pushed	 open	 the	 door	 and	 cried	 out,	
"Where	 are	 the	 children"?	 Her	 brother	 opened	 the	
window	and	replied	to	her	in	earshot	of	the	neighbors,	
"Madame,	your	children	are	not	to	be	found	with	me,	so	
please	 remove	 yourself	 from	 this	 place,"	 and	 he	 then	
shut	the	window.	
	 The	 mother,	 in	 her	 great	 hurt,	 contacted	 the	
police	and	filed	a	report,	and	they	asked	her	to	await	the	
situation	 with	 patience,	 as	 the	 matter	 would	 best	 be	
resolved	that	way.	
	 There	 is	 no	 need	 to	 elaborate	 of	 her	 suffering,	
which	 stretched	 out	 over	 several	 weeks,	 when	 dark	
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imaginings	 followed	 her	 about	 whenever	 she	 thought	
about	her	children,	and	 this	caused	an	upheaval	of	her	
entire	world,	and	left	her	with	only	desolation.	
	 One	day	 shortly	 thereafter,	 the	police	 contacted	
her,	 and	 requested	 from	 her	 to	 appear	 at	 the	
Courthouse	at	an	appointed	time.	When	she	arrived,	she	
found	 that	 the	 directors	 of	 the	 summer	 camps	 were	
there,	and	also	her	brother	and	sister-in-law.		
	 After	 she	 affirmed	 for	 them	her	 intent	 to	 speak	
only	of	true	facts,	and	then	substantiated	her	testimony;	
the	 judge	 demanded	 that	 the	 others	 be	 jailed	 until	 it	
could	be	determined	where	the	children	were.	
	 After	 two	 days,	 her	 brother	 broke	 down	 and	
asked	 the	 guard	 to	 bring	 him	 before	 the	 judge,	 as	 he	
wanted	to	admit	of	his	guilt	in	the	matter,	and	to	explain	
to	 the	 judge	 that	he	had	abetted	 the	children	 to	 flee	 to	
"Sunderland"	that	was	in	England,	as	there	existed	there	
Ultra-Orthodox	—	an	atmosphere	both	goodly	and	fine	
for	children	of	their	ages.	
	 The	 judge	 subsequently	 ordered	 that	 all	 of	 the	
conspirators	 be	 sentenced	 an	 extended	 imprisonment,	
except	 for	 the	 sister-in-law	 who	 would	 travel	 to	
England	to	bring	the	children	back;	and	so	did	this	take	
place.	
	 The	 authorities	 provided	 the	 mother	 with	 the	
flight	 information	 regarding	 when	 her	 children	 would	
be	returning.	The	mother	did	not	sleep	the	entire	night	
and	busied	herself	to	prepare	and	cook	for	her	precious	
children,	who,	in	the	end,	were	returned	to	her.	
	
	 At	 the	 time	 the	 children	 disembarked	 from	 the	
returning	 flight,	 she	 wanted	 to	 hug	 and	 kiss	 them,	
however	 the	 son	 physically	 pushed	 her	 away	 from	
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himself,	 and	 even	 yet	 further,	when	he	 said;	 "'Shiktza',	
why	 did	 you	 have	 us	 return	 from	 a	 place	 of	 such	
wonderful	 isolation,	 a	 location	 worthy	 of	 a	 five-star	
rating,	 to	 your	boring	 and	 sorrowful	 house.	 It	was	not	
through	 love	 for	 us	 that	 you	 did	 this,	 but	 instead,	
because	 of	 your	 own	 individual	 selfishness,	 because	 if	
you	did	love	us,	you	would	have	rather	come	to	visit	us
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in	 England,	 and	 have	 allowed	 us	 to	 remain	 there	 to	
study	under	such	very	wondrous	conditions."	
	 The	stunned	mother	then	turned	to	her	daughter	
who	apparently	had	become	encouraged	by	her	brother	
and	decided	not	 to	speak	whatsoever	with	the	mother.	
	 The	 mother	 understood	 that	 the	 sister-in-law	
had	 decidedly	 sought	 to	 influence	 their	 minds	 to	 the	
fullest	 throughout	 the	 entire	 return	 voyage,	 and	 so	
therefore	 decided	 that	 the	 children,	 after	 some	 time,	
would	 relax,	 and	 led	 them	 to	 her	 car	 and	 back	 to	 her	
house.	
	 However,	 the	 children	 remained	 at	 the	 porch,	
and	 said	 to	 her,	 "To	 here	 the	 Law	 obligates	 us	 to	 find	
ourselves,	 but	 not	 further.	We	will	 not	 enter	 to	within	
your	house	and	not	eat	of	your	food,	but	only	of	the	food	
of	grandfather	and	our	uncles.	You	are	'Shiktza'	and	we	
don't	love	you."	
	 As	 much	 as	 the	 mother	 wished	 to	 convey	 her	
love,	 and	 the	 joy	 over	 their	 return,	 the	 children	
remained	 just	 as	 stubborn	 and	 held	 to	 their	 own	
conceptions.	 The	 mother	 remained	 standing	 outside	
with	 her	 children	 for	 hours,	 until	 she	 conceded	 and	
telephoned	her	 father,	 that	he	bring	 something	 for	 the	
children	to	eat.	The	father	was	filled	with	glee,	and	soon	
arrived	 with	 his	 car,	 though	 without	 any	 food,	 and	
stated	to	her,	"My	grandchildren	are	starving.	I	will	not	
kidnap	 them,	 but	 bring	 them	 to	my	home	 to	 eat.	 They	
are	familiar	with	the	way	to	return	to	here,	but	I	will	not	
send	 them	 from	my	 home	 if	 they	wish	 to	 stay.	 Do	 not	
telephone	me	because	 I	will	not	answer	your	 inquiries	
as	 to	 whether	 the	 children	 would	 want	 to	 reconnect	
with	you."	
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	 The	 children	 jumped	 with	 joy	 to	 grandfather's	
car,	and	traveled	to	his	house.	The	mother	reached	out	
to	 contact	 them	 numerous	 times,	 yet	 each	 time,	 when	
she	 would	 identify	 herself,	 she	 found	 the	 phone	 had	
been	 hung	 up.	 The	 children	would	 have	 nothing	 to	 do	
with	her	whatsoever,	and	when	she	traveled	one	time	to	
their	 schools	 to	 visit	 them,	 they	 ran	 from	her	 as	 if	 she	
were	a	snake.	
	 The	 mother	 continued	 on	 with	 her	 life,	 though	
doubled	 in	hurt,	and	with	thoughts	of	painfulness	such	
that	brought	her	to	feel	her	life	wasn't	in	fact	a	life	at	all,	
with	 no	 comforting	 perspective	 or	 thought	 to	 lean	
toward.	However,	she	continued	on	through	her	faith	in	
the	 Creator	 to	 beseech	 and	 to	 pray	 to	 Him,	 that	 He	
return	to	her,	her	children	and	her	happiness.	
	
	 One	 day,	 while	 walking	 down	 the	 street	 of	
Thirteenth	Avenue	in	Borough	Park,	she	happened	upon	
someone	who	recognized	her.	The	acquaintance	said	to	
her,	"Madame	S.,	do	you	know	that	your	son	is	planning	
to	 bring	 his	 son	 to	 the	 Bris	 of	 Avrahom	 Aveinu	
tomorrow?"	
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	 The	 mother	 was	 stunned,	 and	 replied	 in	
astonishment,	"Is	my	son	married?"	
	 And	 so,	 the	 acquaintance	 explained	 to	 her	 that	
her	 son	 had	 indeed	 married,	 and	 with	 much	
extravagance	and	richness,	and	from	that	circumstance	
was	a	son	born	to	him,	and	that	the	Bris	was	called	for	
the	very	next	day	 in	 "Williamsburg"	at	a	synagogue	on	
"Lee"	 Avenue.	 She	 made	 note	 of	 the	 information	 and	
arrived	 at	 the	Bris.	 Her	 sister-in-law	 saw	her,	 grabbed	
the	 wig	 (sheitel)	 off	 her	 head,	 threw	 her	 outside,	 and	
with	 the	help	of	several	 friends,	chased	her	away	 from	
the	 area.	 However,	 from	 afar,	 she	 recognized	 her	 son	
with	his	wife,	and	also	the	infant,	all	awaiting	the	"Bris".	
	
	 As	 she	 completed	 her	 story,	 she	 turned	 to	 me	
and	said,	"Rabbi,	both	my	son	and	daughter	are	married.	
I	don't	know	
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whom	my	daughter-in-law	or	my	son-in-law	are,	 and	 I	
don't	 know	 how	 many	 grandchildren	 they	 have.	 I	 am	
bereft	 of	 all	 joy.	 I	 realize	 only	 that	 'one	 who	 commits	
suicide	has	no	portion	in	the	world	to	come'.	I	am	with	
such	difficulties	 in	my	miserable	 life.	 Is	 it	possible	 that	
you	can	be	of	help	to	me?"	
	
	 All	the	time	she	was	speaking,	I	sat there	and	was	
crying,	 for	 I	was	 torn	 to	 the	 depths	 of	my	 soul,	 to	 the	
very	source	of	my	being.	Therefore,	I	agreed	to	look	into	
the	 circumstances	 that	 thrust	 upon	 her	 this	 great	
suffering.	
	 And	I	found	out	that	in	an	'earlier	incarnation',	in	
Europe,	 there	existed	young	 Jewish	girl,	who	ran	away	
from	her	parents'	home,	and	went	and	became	married	
to	 a	 gentile	 from	 the	 neighborhood.	When	 the	 parents	
learned	 of	 this,	 they	 sat	 'Shiva'	 over	 her,	 as	 if	 she	 had	
died,	 and	 tore	 asunder	 any	 connections	 with	 her	
whatsoever.	
	 She	 however,	 was	 happy	 in	 the	 embrace	 of	 the	
gentile	 who	 loved	 her	 with	 all	 his	 heart,	 and	 who	
bestowed	love	through	generosity	and	selflessness.	
	 She	 bore	 him	 a	 son	 and	 a	 daughter,	 whom;	
according	 to	 Jewish	 law,	were	both	of	 the	 Jewish	 faith.	
She	raised	them	though	as	gentiles,	even	bringing	them	
to	[gentile	religious]	gatherings	with	their	father.	
	 I	saw	how	she	parted	to	her	world,	as	a	wealthy	
woman	 with	 braided	 white	 hair,	 as	 her	 son	 and	
daughter,	and	the	gentile	each	surrounded	her	lovingly	
on	her	sofa	[of	departure].	
	 Yet	 now	 she	 has	 returned	 to	 correct	 her	
transgression,	as	her	parents	and	 family	at	 the	present	
time	—	these	are	incarnations	of	her	earlier	family,	who	
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returned,	 even	 they	 as	well,	 to	 correct,	 each	 one,	 their	
needs	for	Correction.	
	 So	 therefore,	 in	 their	 subconscious	 they	 had	 a	
deep	 hatred	 for	 her	 even	 though	 they	 were	 people	 of	
righteousness	and	of	charity	with	others.	And	therefore,	
her	 father	 let	 slip	 from	 his	 mouth	 at	 the	 time	 of	 her	
birth,	 that,	 "The	 'shiktza'	 had	 arrived",	 even	 without	
realizing	the	implications	of	his	words.	
	 Being	 it	 is,	 that	all	of	 the	 traits	of	 the	Holy	One,	
blessed	 is	 He,	 reflect	 "measure	 for	 measure",	 her	 life	
was	 filled	 with	 struggle,	 and	 in	 lieu	 of	 all	 her	
comfortable	sighing	and	[sense	of]	 fulfillment	 from	the	
love	of	the	gentile,	she	now	was	in	need	of	the	sighing	of	
pain	 and	 of	 wailing	 from	 the	 lacking	 of	 the	 love	 of	 a	
husband.	
	 And	 the	 children	 that	 she	 raised	 as	 gentiles	
returned	 in	 incarnation,	 and	 she	had	no	merit	 to	 raise	
them	 as	 Jews.	 And	 until	 the	 day	 of	 her	 death,	 it	 was	
sentenced	upon	her	a	desolateness;	both	painful	and	all	
pervading,	 in	order	to	correct	the	joy	and	wonderment	
of	the	forbidden	love	that	she	had	been	enticed	of	with	a	
gentile.	
	 When	 I	 told	 her	 of	 this	 circumstance,	 she	 cried	
and	said,	"There	 is	no	correction	for	me?!"	 I	 took	out	a	
copy	of	the	sefer	(book)	"S'dei	Tapuchim",	and	I	showed	
her	how	to	follow	the	Correction	for	one	who	was	with	
a	gentile.	And	I	said	to	her,	that	she	should	carry	out	this	
Correction	 every	 week	 for	 the	 length	 of	 a	 full	 year,	
except	 if	during	the	holidays,	and	then	I	would	be	sure	
that	 there	 would	 be	 atonement	 for	 her	 and	 that	 she	
would	attain	quietude.	
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	 About	three	months	later,	I	had	returned	to	New	
York,	 and	Madame	G.	 then	had	occasion	 to	mention	 to	
me	what	follows.	
	 "Rabbi,	 are	 you	 aware	 of	 what	 occurred	 with	
Madame	S.?	She	completed	the	Correction	(Tikun)	every	
week	as	you	had	instructed	her,		
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and	following	the	eighth	time	of	fulfilling	it,	as	she	was	
washing	her	hands	 in	order	 to	eat,	 the	 telephone	rang,	
and	 it	 was	 her	 son	 who	 was	 calling,	 who	 said	 to	 her,	
'Mother,	 I	 and	 my	 sister	 suffer	 from	 being	 estranged	
from	you,	and	I	am	planning	to	come	over	to	correct	the	
distortions'.	 The	mother	was	 stunned.	 She	wasn't	 able	
to	sit	down	to	eat,	and	was	overcome	by	inner	turmoil.		
	 After	a	short	time,	her	son	appeared.	He	hugged	
and	 kissed	 her,	 and	 asked	 of	 her,	 her	 pardon	 and	
forgiveness,	and	then	brought	her	in	his	car	to	his	home,	
where	 her	 daughter	 had	 also	 been	 waiting,	 with	 her	
husband	 and	 daughter.	 And	 the	wheel	 [of	misfortune]	
has	 completely	 turned,	 as	 after	 this,	 they	 arranged	
between	 them	 that	 she	 would	 share	 the	 upcoming	
Shabbat	at	the	son's	home,	and	the	following	one	at	the	
home	of	her	daughter."	
	 The	 hair	 of	 my	 head	 bristled	 at	 hearing	 this	
news,	 in	 that	 I	 had	 been	 involved	 in	 helping	 attain	 a	
betterment	of	the	blemish.	
	 Then	Madame	G.	asked	me	what	might	possibly	
transpire	 further	with	Madame	 S.	 regarding	 the	 lifting	
of	her	desolate	agunah	status.	I	replied	to	her,	that	she	
(Madame	S.)	should	continue	completing	the	Correction	
for	 the	 remainder	of	 the	year,	 and	 following	 that	 time,	
either	her	husband	would	change	his	mind	and	divorce	
her	with	a	proper	Get	(Jewish	divorce)	according	to	the	
Laws	of	Moses	and	Israel,	or	that	he	would	die,	and	his	
place	would	be	usurped.	
	 Madame	 G.	 later	 on	 changed	 her	 location,	 and	
Madame	 S.	 also	 did	 not	 contact	 me	 any	 further	 the	
following	 year,	 and	 from	 this	 I	 surmised	 that	 also	 the	
issue	 of	 her	 agunah	 "decree	 of	 desolation"	 status	 had	
found	order.	
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	 3.	 More	 than	 several	 years	 ago,	 a	 Ben-Torah	
(traditionally-observant)	 Jewish	 man	 came	 to	 consult	
with	me	 in	New	York,	 and	 told	me	 that	 he	 had	 a	 real-
estate	office	that	dealt	in	land	and	buildings,	which,	for	
many	years	had	brought	him	great	wealth,	but	that	the	
division	 here	 in	 America	 was	 non-performing	 and	 its	
business	was	extremely	slow;	in	fact,	that	the	expenses	
involved	 in	 maintaining	 it	 had	 already	 drained	 his	
entire	savings,	as	there	had	been	no	profitable	business	
for	more	than	several	years.		
	 Not	only	this,	but	that	he	had	been	charged	with	
tax	 evasion	 for	 one-hundred	 thousand	 dollars	 by	 the	
American	tax	authorities,	and	along	with	this	 loomed	a	
jail	 sentence;	 since	 when	 he	 consulted	 a	 lawyer	
regarding	 the	 situation,	 the	 lawyer	 advised	 him	 that	 if	
he	 would	 pay	 a	 fifty-thousand	 dollar	 fee	 for	 his	
involvement,	the	lawyer	would	attempt	that	he	sit	in	jail	
for	 only	 two	 years,	 and	 that	 he	would	 then	 be	 able	 to	
pay	 the	 amount	 due	 along	with	 interest	 and	 penalties	
over	time,	in	installments.	"And	this	too,	I	am	not	able	to	
pay,	and	I	am	without	advice".	
	 I	asked	him	about	the	circumstances	of	his	birth,	
and	he	told	me	that	he	was	born	in	[the	Hebrew	month	
of]	Cheshvan,	under	the	sign	Akrav	(Scorpio).	
	 I	then	explained	to	him	that	it	is	discussed	in	the	
Tikunei	Zohar	(Tikun	21),	that	those	born	under	the	sign	
of	"Scorpio"	must	be	extremely	careful	regarding	the	sin	
of	 "wasteful	 emission",	 since	Akrav	 is	 composed	of	 the	
acronym:	'Akar-Bet'	(lit:	the	uprooting	of	'Bet'),	and	the	
inference	is	to	the	[very]	first	[letter]	'Bet'	of	'Beresheit'	
(Genesis).	 The	 explanation	 is	 that	 it	 correlates	
[exceedingly]	to	this	grievous	sin.	
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	 He	 replied	 to	me	 that	 this	did	not	apply	 to	him,	
since	 he	 had	 never	 sinned	 [through	 vengeance],	 in	
"onanism".	 I	 said	 to	 him,	 "Is	 it	 at	 all	 possible	 that	 you	
and	your	wife	had	[liberal]	dealings	with	birth	control?"	
And	he	replied	to	me	that	he	used	"the	condom".	
	 I	said	to	him,	"Are	you	not	aware	that	this	is	[also	
considered]	a	grievous	sin	of	"senseless	emission",	since	
you	 bring	 your	 semen	 within	 a	 bag	 [right]	 to	 the	
garbage,	and	[therefore]	it	seems	that	it	is	this	grievous	
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sin	that	takes	from	you	your	livelihood,	and	causes	you	
judgment?	Therefore,	before	all	else,	cease	from	this	sin,	
and	afterward,	make	a	Correction	for	the	past,	and	I	will	
hope	that	the	Al-mighty	(Hashem)	will	help,	and	that	all	
will	fall	into	order."	
	 In	reply,	he	said	to	me,	that	he	was	not	prepared	
to	 desist	 from	 his	 use	 of	 "the	 condom",	 since	 his	 wife	
would	 not	 entertain	 a	 different	 birth	 control	 method,	
and	 therefore	 that	 he	 had	 no	 choice.	 I	 stated	 to	 him,	
"Then	please	leave	from	here.	I	will	not	have	anything	to	
do	with	you".	
	 After	a	week	or	so	the	man	returned,	ashen-faced	
to	 all	 intensity,	 and	 said	 that	 lacking	 any	 other	 choice,	
he	was	prepared	to	tear	himself	away	from	this	sin	and	
to	correct	it.	
	 I	gave	him	the	sefer	"S'dei	Tapuchim",	and	said	to	
him	to	complete	the	Correction	for	the	sin	of	"wasteful	
emission"	 four	 times,	 and	 also	 to	 be	 scrupulous	 about	
"Keriat	 Shema	 She'al	 Ha'mitah"	 (the	 Prayers	 before	
Retiring	 at	 Night),	 and	 added	 my	 hope	 that	 all	 would	
work	out	for	him.	
	 Following	a	month	or	so,	he	returned	to	see	me	
in	a	sour	and	angry	mood,	for	behold;	he	had	completed	
the	Correction	 four	 times	and	nothing	whatsoever	had	
changed.	
	 I	 said	 to	 him,	 "It	 is	 possible	 that	 since	 you	
learned	 in	 yeshiva	 and	 were	 aware	 of	 the	 staggering	
weight	of	this	prohibition,	and	you	still	committed	sin	in	
disregard	 of	 it,	 that	 your	 repentance	 is	 yet	 pending	
reception.	 Complete	 an	 additional	 four	 repetitions	 of	
this	 Correction.	 (Each	 fulfillment	 of	 the	 Correction	
includes	 fasting	 and	 donated	 money	 offered	 [to	
worthwhile	 charity]	 as	 sufficient	 to	 redeem	 all	 the	
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additional	 number	 of	 fasts	 corresponding	 with	 the	
particular	transgression).	
	 After	an	additional	two	months,	he	turned	to	me	
again,	 still	 in	 a	 most	 dour	 mood,	 and	 said	 to	 me,	 "I	
completed	an	additional	four	Corrections	and	I	still	have	
no	sustenance	whatsoever".	
	 I	 said	 to	 him,	 "I	 don't	 believe	 that	 completing	
eight	Corrections	didn't	help	at	all."	He	then	said	to	me,	
"Indeed,	 the	 a	 day	 after	 [I	 completed]	 the	 sixth	
Correction,	I	was	contacted	by	the	Investigative	Unit	of	
"the	 Tax	 Authority"	 (Internal	 Revenue	 Service),	 and	 I	
was	 requested	 to	 appear	 before	 them.	 I	 was	 totally	
terrorized	since	I	didn't	have	a	lawyer	and	I	didn't	know	
what	to	do.	
	 I	 appeared	 before	 them,	 and	 the	 head	 of	 the	
Department	 of	 Investigations	 said	 to	 me,	 'Listen,	
yesterday	we	reviewed	your	file	and	decided	that	if	you	
will	 now	 sign	 [a	 document]	 here,	 that	 you	 guarantee	
you	will	not	transgress	[the	law]	in	this	way	again,	you	
will	 be	 subject	 only	 to	 ten	 years	 probationary	 status,	
and	your	file	will	be	closed'.	
	 And	so	it	was,	that	the	file	was	closed,	such	that	
even	 the	 entire	 amount	 of	 money	 they	 had	 assessed	
against	me,	they	no	longer	requested	be	paid.	
	 Every	 person	 that	 I	 have	 told	 this	 to	 did	 not	
believe	me,	as,	I	suppose,	a	case	like	this	is	rarely	heard	
of,	but	this	is	the	truth.	However,	this	does	not	comfort	
me,	since	I	do	not	have	any	sustenance."	
	 I	 replied	 to	him,	 "'Idiot',	 recognize	 the	kindness	
of	 the	Creator.	Something	that	a	 lawyer	even	given	the	
sum	 of	 fifty	 thousand	 dollars	 was	 not	 able	 to	 offer	 to	
plead	for	you,	occurred	through	the	Creator	through	six	
Corrections,	and	you	are	yet	complaining?	Complete	an
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additional	 four	 Corrections	 until	 there	 is	 compassion	
from	heaven."	
	 After	an	additional	four	Corrections,	he	returned	
to	me	with	a	wanting	face,	in	that	the	situation	still	had	
yet	to	improve;	however,	he	had	been	able	to	transact	a	
loan	 that	 advanced	 him	 forty-thousand	 dollars,	 which	
would	be	returned	to	 the	 lending	party	 in	 installments	
over	ten	months.	Yet	still,	this	was	not	sufficient	for	him	
to	keep	the	business	partnership	afloat.	
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	 I	said	to	him,	"If	there	is	yet	one	more	chance	to	
enlighten	your	countenance,	challenge	yourself	another	
additional	 four	 Corrections	 until	 there	 is	 found	
compassion	 for	 you	 from	heaven,	 for	 you	 are	 a	 talmid	
chacham	 (a	 scholar)	who	 sank	 into	 this	 sin	up	 to	your	
nose,	and	your	Correction	will	take	some	time."	
	 One	 day	 sometime	 later	 on,	 he	 returned	 to	 me	
with	 a	 smile,	 and	 told	 me,	 "I	 have	 completed	 an	
additional	 four	 Corrections,	 and	 after	 the	 sixteenth	
Correction,	although	my	office	was	still	 terribly	quiet,	 I	
received	 two	 work	 offers,	 one	 as	 a	 rabbi	 of	 a	 "Beit	
Knesset",	and	the	second,	as	a	"psychologist"	in	a	public	
school,	and	so,	Baruch	Hashem	(thank	G-d)."	
	 There	 are	 more	 cases	 like	 these	 that	 also	
occurred,	 but	 this	 is	 not	 the	 place	 to	 discuss	 them.	 I	
have	 revealed	 these	 though,	 as	 representative	 of	 how	
the	Correction	helps	those	whose	afflictions	are	caused	
by	 sins	 in	 their	 current	 incarnation,	 or	 [even]	 from	
earlier	incarnations.	
	 However,	 you	must	 realize,	 that	 repentance	 for	
any	 occurrence	 and	 for	 any	 issue	 is	 a	 good	 thing,	
however	there	are	levels	within	it.	
	 As	 an	 example,	 consider	 a	 person	 who,	 when	
challenged	 by	 a	 matter	 of	 sin—one	 that	 he	 before	
stumbled	of	in	a	similar	manner,	and	it	is	one	which	he	
then	has	the	opportunity	to	again	take	part	of,	but	stops	
himself	 and	 instead	 doesn't	 attempt	 it,	 so	 that	 he	 can	
rather	fulfill	penitence—not	though,	from	fear	[of	being	
caught]	or	from	not	having	the	energy	[to	commit	it].	
	 For	 instance	one	who	 lied	with	a	woman	 in	sin,	
and	after	time,	he	finds	himself	with	the	opportunity	to	
again	 be	 alone	 with	 her,	 and	 to	 do	 with	 her	 as	 he	
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pleases,	 and	 he	 is	 in	 love	 with	 her,	 and	 has	 bodily	
stamina,	 and	 the	 place	 is	 conducive,	 and	 there	 is	 time	
for	 the	 sin	 as	well,	 yet	 he	 stays	 away	 and	 doesn't	 sin,	
because	 of	 trepidation	 of	 the	 Al-mighty,	 and	 from	 His	
glory,	this	one	is	a	true	repentant.	
	 Of	a	one	as	this,	Shlomo	(King	Solomon)	said,	"So	
remember	 your	 Creator	 in	 the	 days	 of	 your	 youth,	
[before	 the	 days	 of	 adversity	 come,	 and	 those	 years	
arrive	 of	 which	 you	 will	 say,	 "I	 have	 no	 desire	 for	
them]."5	
	 However	though,	if	one	only	repents	in	the	days	
of	 his	 old	 age,	 and	 at	 a	 time	when	 it's	 not	 possible	 to	
again	do	what	he	did	earlier,	even	though	this	is	not	an	
exalted	 repentance,	 it	 still	 is	 helpful	 for	 him,	 and	 he	
certainly	qualifies	as	'a	penitent'.	
	 Even	if	one	sinned	throughout	his	days,	and	was	
of	 penitence	 on	 the	 day	 of	 his	 death,	 and	 had	 died	 in	
repentance,	 all	 of	 his	 trespasses	 are	 pardoned;	 since,	
because	he	remembered	his	Creator	and	returned	unto	
Him	before	he	passed	on,	 there	 is	 forgiveness	 for	him,	
(Harambam;	Hilchot	Teshuvah,	Perek	2,	Halacha	1).	
	 Now,	 according	 to	 the	 level	 of	 repentance	 and	
the	 suffering	 that	 transpires	 afterward,	 so	 are	 one's	
stains	cleansed.	
	 (This	 is	 as	 I	 noted	 in	 the	 introduction,	 that	 one	
who	transgressed	on	matters	of	excision	or	of	death	at	
the	 hands	 of	 Beit	 Din,	 yet	 who	 had	 repented,	 that	
repentance	and	Yom	Hakippurim	suspend	[judgment	for	
him],	 and	 any	 sufferings	 that	 arise	 after	 this	 are	 an	
atonement;	 "Yet,	 he	 will	 not	 experience	 complete	
atonement,	 unless	 he	 is	 afflicted	 of	 sufferings".	

																																																								
5	Kohelet	12:1	
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Rambam;	 Hilchot	 Teshuvah,	 Perek	 1,	 Halacha	 4.	
However,	[the	completion	of]	the	Correction	(Tikun),	 is	
in	exchange	for	suffering).	
	 And	 concerning	 one	 who	 repented	 on	 his	 final	
day,	his	stains	are	diluted,	and	so	he	passes	on	exempt	
from	the	Kaf	Hakelah	("the	Hollow	of	the	Sling"),	which	
is	 of	 inexplicable	 difficult	 and	 bitter	 sufferings.	
	 However,	 such	 a	 one	 must	 be	 prepared,	 that	
other	punishments	will	await	him,	though	easier	ones	to	
bear,	 that	exist	also	only	 in	order	 to	cleanse	his	stains,	



23a																																																																																							Preface			
	
	

	

and	 also	 to	 return	 the	 holy	 sparks	 of	 his	 neshamah,	
which	fell	to	the	forces	of	evil	powers	and	to	the	kelipah	
(the	husk)	[of	vanities].	
	 Yet	 he	 who	 repented	 with	 total	 penitence,	 and	
who	[afterward]	lived	for	his	penitence—any	sufferings	
that	came	upon	such	a	one	in	the	present	world	after	his	
repentance	would	cause	atonement	for	him.	
	 And	 if	 one	 doesn't	 accept	 sufferings	 as	 being	
related	 of	 his	 deeds,	 then	 even	 though	 he	 passed	 on	
exempt	 of	 the	 punishment	 of	 the	 Kaf	 Hakelah,	 and	
perhaps	 was	 also	 found	 exempt	 of	 needing	 to	 endure	
incarnations	of	stone,	vegetation,	or	within	the	world	of	
the	 animals,	which	did	 in	 fact	 exist	 for	 him	 to	 become	
incarnate	of;	it	is	possible	that	he	will	have	to	endure	a	
different	 punishment,	 in	 order	 to	 elevate	 the	 holy	
sparks	 that	 fell,	 in	 lieu	of	 the	pain	and	suffering	which	
he	didn't	receive	in	this	present	incarnation.	
	 If	however,	the	netzutzot	(supernal	sparks)	were	
elevated	 to	 their	 roots,	 all	 will	 connect	 through	 the	
greatness	 and	 exalted	 stature	 of	 his	 repentance,	 and	
because	of	the	suffering	he	received;	or,	by	means	of	the	
Corrections	 (Tikunim)	 [that	 he	 achieved]	 which	 were	
revealed	 to	us	by	our	rabbis,	 the	mekubalim.	Of	 such	a	
one,	his	[bodily]	soul	will	be	cleansed	from	all	excesses	
and	 stains,	 and	 he	 will	 merit	 the	 World	 to	 Come,	 in	
connection	with	the	cleansing	from	on	high,	of	his	soul	
and	its	purity.	
	
	 Regarding	 this,	 the	 prophet	 Yechezkel	
prophesied	when	he	said,	"As	for	the	wicked	man,	if	he	
repents	from	all	his	sins	that	he	committed,"	(Yechezkel	



23b																																																																																							Preface			
	
	

	

18:21).	This	refers	to	repentance	of	both	confession	and	
remorse.	
	 "And	practices	justice	and	righteousness,"	(Ibid.).	
This	is	his	reception	to	the	future,	and	his	[reward]	for	
guarding	 the	 Torah,	 and	 for	 fulfilling	 Its	
Commandments.		
	 "He	shall	surely	live;	he	shall	not	die,"	(Ibid.).	
This	refers	 to	his	entrance	to	the	World	to	Come;	after	
he	 comprehensively	 endures	 the	 suffering	 that	 is	
required	 in	 this	world,	 just	 as	 is	 his	 repentance;	 or,	 in	
his	returning	in	an	additional	incarnation	to	cleanse	the	
stain	 that	 remains	 from	 the	 deficiencies	 of	 his	
repentance.	
	 "For	 he	 perceived	 and	 repented	 from	 all	 his	
transgressions	 that	 he	 did,"	 (Ibid.	 18:28):	 this	 is	
repentance	through	the	Correction	(Tikun)	and	its	fast.	
	 "He	 shall	 surely	 live,"	 (Ibid.):	 in	 the	 World	 to	
Come.	
	 "He	shall	not	die,"	(Ibid.):	 [he	shall	not	perish]	a	
second	 time	 through	suffering	also	 in	 this	world,	 since	
sufferings	are	comparable	 to	death;	nor	be	required	 to	
come	within	an	additional	incarnation.	
	 And	the	Navi	 (Prophet)	explained	the	difference	
and	 the	 cause,	 and	 said,	 "Therefore	 I	 will	 judge	 you;	
each	 man	 according	 to	 his	 way,	 O	 House	 of	 Israel,	
declares	 the	 L-rd,	 G-d."	 (Ibid.	 18:30).	 And	 the	
explanation	 of:	 'the	 L-rd,	 G-d'	 is	 that	 He	 is	merciful	 in	
judgment,	 and	 [these]	 mercies	 are	 [intended]	 for	 the	
man	who	repents	wholeheartedly.	
	 However,	 he	 who	 does	 not	 complete	 the	
Correction	 (Tikun);	 even	 though	 his	 repentance	 is	
accepted,	yet	he	departs	[the	world]	with	punishments	
and	difficult	and	bitter	incarnations	[implied	of	his	soul]	
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that	 he	must	 endure	 for	many	 years	 in	 order	 that	 she	
(the	soul)	be	cleansed;	and	we	don't	say	 that	since	 the	
sparks	that	fell	[during	his	lifetime]	were	not	[properly]	
elevated,	 that	 he	 remain	 of	 destruction	 until	 the	
elevation	of	those	sparks.	
	 However,	there	is	a	necessity	for	the	elevation	of	
those	 sparks,	 since	 they	 weren't	 [properly]	 contained	
through	 Correction	 (Tikun)	 and	 fasting	 (or	 through	
monetary	 redemption	 of	 the	 fast),	 and	 they	 [the	 sparks]	
remain	[yet	unredeemed],	and	it	is	required	that	he	[his	
soul]	 endure	 (through	 sufferance)	 in	 order	 to	 elevate	
them	or	through	sufferings	in	this	(the	physical)	world,	
or	in	Gehinim	(Hell),	or	in	a	[yet]	additional	incarnation	
as	man.	
	 "Repent,"	 (Ibid.):	 by	 means	 of	 confession	 and	
remorse.	
	 "And	 bring	 others	 to	 repent	 from	 all	 of	 your	
transgressions,"	 (Ibid.):	 [bring	 to	 elevation]	 all	 of	 the	
sparks	of	your	souls	that	you	caused	to	fall	to	the	husks	
[of	emptiness].	
	 	"So	 that	 they	 should	 not	 be	 an	 obstruction	 of	
iniquity	 for	 you,"	 (Ibid.):	 [this	 is	 referring]	 to	 these	
fallen	sparks.	
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	 "Cast	 off	 from	 upon	 yourselves	 all	 your	
transgressions"	 (Ibid.	 18:31):	 by	 means	 of	 the	
Correction	(Tikun).	
	 "Through	which	you	have	 transgressed,"	 (Ibid.);	
in	 this	 that	 you	 diminished	 the	 holy	 sparks	 to	 the	
kelipah	 (the	 husks	 of	 emptiness),	 and	 you	 caused	 the	
kelipah	to	find	attachment	upon	them.		
	 "And	make	for	yourselves	a	new	heart	and	a	new	
spirit,"	(Ibid.);	since,	by	means	of	the	Correction	(Tikun),	
you	will	become	cleansed	of	all	stain	and	excess,	as	new	
to	a	certainty.	
	 "Why	should	you	die,	O	House	of	Israel?"	(Ibid.);	
[meaning]	 in	 an	 appended	 incarnation;	 if	 you	 didn't	
return	the	sparks	through	the	Correction	and	fasting	(or	
monetary	 redemption	 for	 the	 fast);	 or	 [perish]	 in	
sufferings	that	come	upon	you	in	this	[physical]	world.	
	 "For	 I	 do	 not	 desire	 the	 death	 of	 the	 one	 who	
should	die,"	 (Ibid.	18:31).	And	 it	does	not	here	say	 'the	
death	 of	 the	 evildoer',	 but	 'the	 death	 of	 the	 one	 who	
should	 die',	 for	 the	 explanation	 of	 the	 demise	 of	 a	
person	 to	 an	 additional	 incarnation,	 after	 he	 already	
died	 one	 time	 without	 [fulfilling]	 a	 Correction,	 or	
without	 [enduring]	 sufferings	 that	 were	 required	 of	
him,	and	which	didn't	come	upon	him.	
	 "Declares	the	L-rd,	G-d,"	(Ibid.):	[the	One]	who	is	
merciful	 in	 judgment,	 and	who	 corrects	 you	 according	
to	the	measure	of	your	repentance.	
	 "So	turn	back,"	(Ibid.):	the	[remaining]	sparks	to	
their	roots	by	means	of	the	Correction	(Tikun).	
	 "And	 live,"	 (Ibid.);	 a	 life	 of	 everlasting,	 with	 no	
need	 for	 punishment	 or	 sufferings	 in	 this	 [physical]	
world,	 or	 for	 any	 additional	 incarnation,	 but	 [rather,	 a	
life]	of	uprightness	with	destiny	to	the	World	to	Come.	


